
 

PRAYER PARADE 

Wednesday  
February 21 @ 8:35 am 

Prayer Parade 
Class 4M 

 

 CLASS MASS  

Thursday  
February 22 @ 9:00 am 

Class 1J 

 
 
     

 WELL BEING  WEEK 

Monday February  26  to  
Friday March  2 

 

ST ANTHONY’S   

SWIM CARNIVAL 

   YEARS 3 TO 6  

 

Friday March 2 
 

Cleveland Pool  

  
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

    Tuesday March 6  
  

 

February 20 2018 

Dear Families,  
2019 PREP ENROLMENTS - EXISTING FAMILIES 

We are now accepting applications for enrolments from all our school families and the wider 
community for our Preparatory Year for 2019. A child born from 1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014 
will be eligible for the preparatory year 2019.   

Preference for enrolment will be given to siblings of children already attending St Anthony’s School, 
provided that enrolment procedures are completed and school fees are up to date. I look forward to 
meeting families who are interested in choosing St Anthony’s as their preferred school. We are proud 
of the achievements of our students and the level of professionalism that our teachers provide to and 
for the students.  

Online enrolment forms are available on our web site www.stanthonysalexhills.qld.edu.au           
under Enrolments Quicklinks - Online Enrolment form.   Enrolments close end of Term 1 (Thursday 
March 29). 

     PARENT TEACHER ONLINE 

Parent Teacher Online (PTO) allows parents to book parent/teacher interviews       
on-line.  The school will be introducing this new user friendly system allowing 
parents to book their interview times from home.  Over the next couple of weeks 
parents will receive further information on how to log on to this system. 

In the meantime, it is important that the school has your correct email 
address to enable you to log on.  To gain access to the PTO system you will 
need to log on to the Parent Portal. This is also an opportunity to check all your 

contact details/emergency contacts etc. If you haven’t done so, please log on now to ensure your 
personal details are correct. The parent portal log on instructions are attached to this newsletter.         
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office on 3820 1200.         
Parent /Teacher interviews will commence Monday 12th March    

NAPLAN 2018 
 

Many of you may be aware that St Anthony’s has been selected to join a number of Catholic, 
independent and state schools, across Australia, to conduct their NAPLAN assessments online this 
year. The Year 5 students will complete all four tests online. The Year 3 students will complete all the 
tests, except the Writing test, online. 
In 2017, as part of our preparations, we conducted a 'School Readiness Test' (SRT) to confirm         
we have everything in place to administer NAPLAN Online successfully and seamlessly for our    
Year 3 and Year 5 students this year. The students will again engage in a school readiness test, which 
will be conducted on Thursday 19 April at 9.30am.  

St Anthony’s will be conducting their NAPLAN assessments on May 15-18, in the following order: 
 

 Tuesday May 15 –Writing 

 Wednesday May 16 – Reading and Comprehension 

 Thursday May 17 – Language Conventions 

 Friday May 18 – Mathematics  
 

The teachers in Year 3 and Year 5 have started preparing their students for the online assessments by 
running them through the example assessments on the NAPLAN Demonstration Site.  
Families of students in Year 3 and Year 5 will receive information about the trial and the tests leading 
up to both.  
 

If you would like further information regarding NAPLAN Online you can locate it at:  
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/FAQs 
 

If you would like to look at the public demonstration site you can locate it at http://www.nap.edu.au/
online-assessment/naplan-online/naplan-online-public-demo 

http://www.stanthonysalexhills.qld.edu.au/
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/FAQs
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online/naplan-online-public-demo
http://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/naplan-online/naplan-online-public-demo


 LEADERSHIP CLUSTER  

Later this week Mrs Paula Carroll, Mrs Kellie Jacobsen, Mrs Olivia O’Donnell, Mrs Madonna Craig and myself will meet with all the 
Catholic schools in the south east region (Coorparoo – Victoria Point). This is to examine school strategic planning including actions for 
this year and contemporary innovation in education. We look forward to this opportunity.  

Thank you to Mrs Kate Wood (Thursday and Friday), Ms Ruth McAtamney (Thursday), Mrs Jackie McCall (Thursday) and                   
Mrs Narelle Todd (Friday) will be the Acting Leadership Team.    

 

P&F NEWS 

Attached to this newsletter are the current P & F minutes and a flyer for the P & F St Anthony’s Disco.  The disco will be held on       
Friday 9th March from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.  Entry fee $1:00 per child.  This night is for St Anthony’s families only and all children are to 
be accompanied by an adult for the duration.  For more information, please see attached flyer.  

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS – TUESDAY MARCH 6 

School photos will be taken on Tuesday March 6 for all students at school.  The photos include class and individual 

photos. The standard photo packs are already included in the school fee payments for each child.   

                         The year 6 graduation photo will also be taken on this day.  

Family photos will also be offered on this day (user pay).  More information on how to order will be available in 

next week’s newsletter Family photos will be taken from 7.30am to 8.30am in the Antonio Centre.  

Students in Years 1 to 6 must wear their formal uniform with black shoes - hair ties must be school colours.  

 

  

  

                          

              Martyn Savage - Principal 
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Date Event People Involved 
Mon Feb 26  – Fri Mar 2 Well Being Week  All classes 

Friday March 2 Yr 3 – Yr 6 St Anthony’s Swimming Carnival Yr 3 – Yr 6 students and families 

Tuesday March 6  SCHOOL PHOTOS All Students  

Sunday March 11 School Involvement Mass  Flinders House All Welcome (particular families in Flinders house) 

Monday Mar 12 – Fri Mar 16 Parent Teacher Discussions Families and Staff 

Thursday 15th March P & F Meeting 7pm Parents, Staff and Friends 

Friday 16th March No Bullying Day – Wear Orange All Students and Staff 

Tuesday 20th March Gala Day (Yr 4 – 6) Yr 4 – 6 students 

Friday 23rd March Bayside Catholic Schools Swim Carnival Swimming students 

Thursday 29th March Last Day Term 1  All Students, staff and families 



                            APRE NEWS - Mrs Kellie Jacobsen    

Dear Families, This Wednesday 4M will launch our Project Compassion Appeal at our prayer parade. 
Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal is an extraordinary, ongoing 
demonstration of the faith, love and generosity of the Catholic congregation and caring supporters 
throughout Australia to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.  

This year’s theme is ‘For a Just Future’. We will be running a number of activities over the remaining 
weeks of the term exposing our students to some of the injustices in the world and how we can make a 
difference to lives of others.  

This year our fundraiser will begin with selling snow cones next Wednesday for $2. If any one can help 
out in the tuckshop from 12:15pm onwards that would be great! Last year we raised over a $1000 for 
Caritas Australia. I am hoping to double that this year! Maybe ask your children to do some extra jobs or 
give up their tuckshop money or donate some of it to project compassion. Each child this week received a 
small box in which spare change can be put in.  It is through our donations that the transformation of lives 
of the less fortunate occurs. In the library this week there will be activities for students to participate in. 

 

Lent Reflection: Last Wednesday students were marked with Ashes to remind them of the promises they so 
made so they can turn back to God. Lent is a time of praying, fasting and almsgiving. Fasting is sometimes 
hard to understand. Pope Francis states that it is more than giving up food. Here are some of his thoughts that 
might help you in your Lenten journey. 

 

     Fast from hurting words ……… and say kind words 

     Fast from sadness……… and be filled with gratitude  

     Fast from anger……and be filled with patience  

     Fast from pessimism……and be filled with hope 

     Fast from worries……and trust in God 

     Fast from complaints…..and contemplate simplicity 

     Fast from pressures…… and be prayerful 

     Fast from bitterness…… and fill your heart with joy 

     Fast from selfishness……and be compassionate to others 

     Fast from grudges………and be reconciled 

     Fast from words……and be silent so you can listen. 

 

This week there is a change to our class mass. Year 1J will participate in Mass rather than 2J.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
If anyone could do some simple hemming of satin prayer cloths can you let me know. 

 

Date Claimers:   

Wednesday 20th: 8:30 am 4M Prayer  Parade: Launch of Project Compassion. Thursday 21st : 1J Class Mass 

 

          May God guide you gently through your week. 

                       

                Kellie  
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LEARNING AND TEACHING NEWS 

ABC – ‘Where I Live’ Competition: There is nothing more motivating for  a child to exper iment with their  learning than to create for  
a real audience. At home parents are so often looking for real-life learning experiences and projects that they can work on with their children. 
At times over the year, we will inform you of some of the great competitions or initiatives that allow parents to engage with their children in 
such ways. This information is purely aimed at notifying families and students of such opportunities, but is in no way endorsing organisa-
tions or aligning St Anthony’s as a school, or the curriculum, learning and teaching, with these organisations.  

The ABC has recently launched a ‘Where I live’ Competition. Their link describes the competition as: “Create a 60-second video about 
where do you live, describing what makes it special. You can talk about your street, neighbourhood, home town or school; you can focus on 
one thing, such as a plant or animal species; or you can talk about a historical fact or geographical landmark. We're looking for great exam-
ples of local geography or history, and how you use your English and media literacy skills.” 

On their web page (http://education.abc.net.au/home#!/competition/2749602/where-i-live-competition) they outline a list of requirements 
and rules, which are designed to guide children and keep them safe throughout the process. There is also a link to their Terms and Condi-
tions.    Entries close March 30. If you have a budding little film maker at home who is keen to enter, please let us know so that we can keep 
any eye out for their entry. 

Multiplication Times Table Knowledge Development 

Based on the the Australian Curriculum all students begin to develop their knowledge of multiplication facts in Year 3. From Year 4 students 
engage in many activities, which develop their understanding and mental recall of multiplication facts. They also begin to apply this 
knowledge to all areas of the Mathematics curriculum. Therefore, it is vital that students from Year 4-6 engage regularly in activities that 
strengthen this knowledge, and the amount of time required to do so often extends to home time.  

There are many activities that families can do at home regularly to support this. Some strategies, which may already be a part of a homework 
requirement for a particular year level, are listed below: 

 Verbally practicing and chanting them at any opportune time, for example when driving in the car 

 Using ‘Hit the Button’ program on iPads and laptops 

 Studyladder activities  

 Drawing out arrays with their corresponding multiplication facts 

 Using counters to create arrays for a number to show factors, eg. show 12 can be shown as 3 x 4, 4 x 3, 6 x 2, 2 x 6  

 Using a visual multiplication chart when completing number work to promote visualisation 

 Making the multiplication chart and colouring in as a way to promote visualisation 

 Revising patterns, such as doubles, fives facts, zeros and ones, double and double again, double and one more 

 Snap cards 

 

A Week in the Life of Year 4: The Year 4 students received 
their new iPads last week and engaged in their iPad boot camp. 
They have been learning how to use Brisbane Catholic Educa-
tion’s OneDrive and Teams online platforms to collaborate and 
share their work with their teachers and classmates. 

Kerryn – ‘For Science we planted seeds. We are learning 
about the different stages of how a plant grows and what it 
needs to grow. We planted bean and pea seeds to see which one 
will grow faster. They are sitting in the sunlight and we are 
watering them every day to grow vegetables.’ 

Caleb – ‘In Maths we have been learning about fractions and shapes. We started playing “Hit the Button” on 
our iPads. We are given one minute to answer as many times tables as we can.’ 

Akyra – ‘With “Hit the Button” we have moved on to “Hit the Question”. You get a number, like 6, and then 
the answer is 3 times 2.’ 

Jai – ‘We have been learning about the greatest and least number. On the white board we had a green crocodile 
mouth. The largest number goes in the mouth of the crocodile because it wants to eat the bigger number.’ 

Noah – ‘For homework we learn spelling words on our iPads and we write 
them in a sentence.’ 

Brylee – ‘For our spelling homework we have to separate the sounds into      
columns. We use Studyladder for homework. We have set tasks each week.’ 
   

 

 

 

 

http://education.abc.net.au/home#!/competition/2749602/where-i-live-competition)


MERIT CERTIFICATES 

PJ—Hudson M; PM Chloe R; PN—Orion I, Georgia L; 1J—Jayce A, 1M—Harry A; 1N—Harper C; 2J—Eliza H; 

2M—Billy G; 2N—Ella B; 3J—Gabriel O; 3M—Olivia S;  3N—Vignesh M; 4J—Caleb C; 5J—Krystal M; 

5M—Jude B; 5N  - Wesley S; 6J—Gracy S; 6M—Alexandra R; 6N—Mikhail Mc; Drama—Kayla L 

Cleanest Classroom—6N 
 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN WITH CHALLENGES - Mrs Kathy Casley Guidance Counsellor 

In this time of change and transition, children can sometimes become overwhelmed and may show signs of distress.  The reality of a new year 
level with increased expectations and new friends to get to know can sometimes be a challenge.  Parents can support their child if they are 
distressed in a range of ways:- 

 Comfort them in their distress.  Having a caring adult by their side will help them to calm.  A pat or stroke on their back, a big hug, 
soothing words can make a big difference.  This is called 'co-regulation' - 'I'll be the bigger, calmer, stronger one to help you feel safe and 
secure.' 

 Simply listen without judgement or offering solutions  Say, 'I bet this must be really tricky', or 'It sounds like you had a real challenge 
there.' 

 If it seems like a problem worth tackling, once your child has calmed, (perhaps even some time later) you may revisit the problem and 
encourage your child to come up with some solutions.  Together, you may work through possible options and consequences for each.  Your 
child will now be in a better place for problem-solving, and encouraging them to provide their own solutions can be very empowering 
them.  It will also better equip them for future challenges. 

If your child is expressing discontent with another student or staff member, try to remain calm, even if inside you become upset.  Be careful 
not to criticise the other person to your child, but together you may be curious and respectful about why the other person may have behaved in 
that way.  If concerning, discuss with an appropriate staff member, away from the young people involved. 

Children are very comforted by the knowledge that they have a caring adult in their lives who will support them in their distress, and 
empowered when provided with opportunity to solve their everyday challenges.  Any significant issues can be resolved when caring adults 
communicate concerns and work together to support the children involved. 

 

JAPANESE TASTER SESSION FOR PARENTS - Mrs Kathryn Tominaga  

Parents and caregivers of students in yr 4, 5 & 6 are invited to attend a taster lesson in Japanese to experience a 21st Century Languages class.  

Date: Wednesday 28th February     Time: 6-7pm 

Venue: Japanese Classroom (upstair s in G Block) 

More information will be sent via email to all years 4, 5 & 6 parents and caregivers this week to RSVP to this event.  

 

SCHOOL FEES  

School Fees are due no later than Wednesday 28th February. If you are unable to make full payment by this date, please contact us 
immediately.  If you would like to pay your fees in full for the year and take advantage of the 2.5% discount on fees (Tuition Fee and Capital 
Levy only) then please contact either Linda or Megan. Full payment must be received by the school no later than Wednesday 28th February in 
order to take advantage of this discount. 

If you have not already set up a direct debit arrangement, but would like to, it's not too late! Forms can be downloaded from the School Portal 
or collected from the school office.  Details of how to pay your fees are included at the bottom of the statement.  

Any family wishing to apply for a concession of fees, please return the application form prior to Wednesday 28th   February.  Applications for 
concessions received after 28th February will apply from the beginning of Term 2 only – Term 1 fees will be payable in full.  

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Linda Geran (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday) or Megan Colter (Thursday and 
Friday) on 3820 1200 or lgeran@bne.catholic.edu.au. 

 
Coles Sports for School is back! When you shop at Coles, you’ll receive Sports for Schools vouchers. For every $10 
spent at Coles, you will receive one Sport for School voucher. Vouchers can be bought to school and placed in boxes, in 
the school office or at the end of Year 4 building. If you shop online, select school, St Anthony’s Alexandra Hills, and 
vouchers will be sent digitally to the school.     

             The more vouchers we collect; the more sports gear we will receive! 
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PARISH NEWS: BBQ AT BUNNINGS, CAPALABA On Saturday 24th February, our parish will hold another BBQ Morning at 
Bunnings, Capalaba. Just like the last one, our main target is to go out and meet members of our community in their various gathering 
places. Of course, it is no longer pastorally efficient for us to wait in our churches and attend only to those who come to us. Doing so 
will further alienate us from the wider community despite our commitment to Capalaba and  Alexandra Hills. We not only provide op-
portunities for more than 400 hundred people to interact and worship every weekend; we also provide education for about 900 students 
across our two schools along with Kindy and Child Care services for about 90 children each day in our kindergarten and Child Care 
Centre. In addition to these, we also provide affordable housing for about thirty families in our two housing projects. The BBQ at     
Bunnings offers us an opportunity to evangelize and show ourselves for whom we really are – Children of God who work so hard to 
make our communities better places. It is a ministry of presence. We will be preaching with our presence rather than with our mouths. In 
this ministry, a smiling face is more effective than a shouting voice. Any parishioner who wishes to help by setting up, cooking sausag-
es, selling soft drinks,  keeping financial records and packing up can still add his or her name to the list on the tables at the back of our 
Churches. Finally, any money raised  from this event will be used to support our local St. Vincent de Paul and also support the commu-
nal/pastoral formation of parishioners who volunteer for special ministries in the parish. Please, feel free to contact Adrian Dela Cruz or 
Maryanne Attrill for further information.    God Bless,  Fr Emmanuel 
 

 

1J Class Mass This Thursday 22nd February we will be celebrating 9am Class Mass with 1J . Parents are welcome to attend.  

Calling all Altar Servers - St Anthony’s    and those wanting to find out more about Altar  Serving.  Come along to our  gather ing 
in St Anthony’s Church on Thursday 22nd February  beginning with afternoon tea  at 3pm.  Training session is from 3.15 - 3.45pm.   

 
 

STUDENT BANKING - CHANGE OF DAY 
 

School Banking will now be Mondays.  If you are new to the school and would like your  child to be involved in school banking, 
you will need to apply online at commbank.com.au/schoolbanking or visit any Commonwealth bank.   
 
VOLUNTEERS: Volunteers are needed for  student banking from the star t of term 2.  If you are interested, please leave your  
name at the school office.  Volunteers can claim points towards their Community Participation Levy (weekly school banking = 10 
points). 

  
 
  

 
 
 

ENROLMENTS - YEAR 7, 2020   
 

Applications for enrolment for Year 7, 2020 are invited from parents of students who are currently in 
Year 5.  Carmel College’s enrolment process for this year level will commence Term 2, 2018.             
Enrolment information can be obtained via the Carmel College website www.carmelcollege.qld.edu.au    
or by contacting Mrs Donna Cook, Carmel College Enrolment Secretary on 3488 7791.    
 

Applications are also being accepted for students currently in Year 4. These students will be the intake 
for Year 7, 2021. 

   

 

ABSENTEE PHONE NUMBER  

3820 1200 (press 1)  
please state name of student, class and reason for absence 

 
 

SCHOOL AGE CARE - 0477 550 068 
 
 

ST ANTHONY’S KINDERGARTEN - 3824 5061 
 

           UNIFORM SHOP - 3820 1247  
     Monday, Wednesday and Friday 8:00am to 9:30am 

 

http://www.carmelcollege.qld.edu.au/

